
 Heath Township 
Meeting Minutes 

January 2025 
 

1. Call to Order 
The regular monthly meeting of the Heath Township Board was called to order by Supervisor 
Ron Jones at 7:00 pm on January 13, 2025 at the Township Hall.  Hilda opened with prayer. 
 

2. Roll Call 
Supervisor Ron Jones, Clerk Missy Harvey, Treasurer Misti Lindholm, Trustee Hilda Boerman, 
Trustee Bill Harvey. 
 

3. Approval of minutes from last meeting 
Previous months meeting minutes were approved. 

 
4. Reports 

A. County Clerk, Bob Genetski, gave the 2023 annual report for the County Clerk and Register 
of Deeds.  

a. Bob discussed the November 2025 election numbers county wide. 
b. Bob discussed the Property Fraud Alert Program that the County offers. 
c. Bob compared numbers from 2022 to 2023 with services that the Register of Deeds 

offers.  
B. Commissioner Scott Beltman gave his report.  

a. The Commissioners had one meeting in December.  They have 2 new 
Commissioners.  Dougan is Chair and Beltman is Vice.   

b. They met with the DNR again about the bike path. 
c. 123.net is on track on installation. They are keeping their website up to date. 

 
5. New Business. 

A. Fire Chief Haverdink gave the 2024 Annual Report.  Chief stated that within the next 6 
months the Fire Department will open another CD worth $50,000 to put aside for the down 
payment of the new Fire Truck in 2026. 

a. Resident questioned how often an ISO Audit gets done for the Fire Department. 
Chief stated usually every 5 years. 

b. Resident asked if we can do anything for residents that live on the outskirts of the 
Township and have a hard time with Home Owners Insurance Company giving them 
discount with better ISO rating. 

c. Board wondered how many Fire Fighters hold a license to fly the drone. Chief stated 
that numerous team members are able to help fly the drone. 

d. Board wondered how long it takes a new hire to complete Fire School.  Chief 
estimates about 9 months.  Chief then estimates another 6 months to complete 
Paramedics/EMT training.  

e. Motion from Lindholm with support from B.Harvey to approve wage increases as 
presented.  Roll call vote: Jones – yes, M.Harvey – yes, Lindholm – yes, Boerman – 
yes, B.Harvey – yes.  All in favor, motion carried. 

f. Motion from B.Harvey to approve Capital Expenses as presented with support from 
Lindholm.  Vote taken, all in favor, motion carried. 



g. Motion from Lindholm with support from Jones to adopt operating budget for 2025-
2026 Hamilton Fire Department as presented. Vote taken, all in favor, motion 
carried. 

B. Jones discussed proposed gravel project for 2025; Gravel 127th Ave from M-40 West to 44th 
Street.  After discussion among the board, it was decided to table this project due to the 
possibility of building this road and asphalting to the cul-de-sac just past 44th street in a 
couple of years per the advice of Jones and B.Harvey. 

C. Motion from Boerman with support from Lindholm to adopt the Resolution as presented to 
Set an Alternate Date for March Board of Review for 2025 dates to make March 11, 2025 
the first meeting date. Roll call vote: Jones – yes, M.Harvey – yes, Lindholm – yes, Boerman 
– yes, B.Harvey – yes. All in favor, motion carried, resolution adopted. 

D. Motion from Boerman with support from M.Harvey to renew the annual agreement for 
Summer Tax Collection for Hamiton Schools.  Vote taken, all in favor, motion carried. 

E. Motion from M.Harvey with support from Boerman to use Bloom Sluggett PC in Grand 
Rapids as the unbiased Attorney to review the Inter-Local Fire Agreement. Vote taken, all in 
favor, motion carried. 

F. Motion from Boerman with support from B.Harvey to approve the Michigan Gas Company 
Franchise renewal with the following provisions as presented from our Attorney; the 
renewal to be for 10 years and not 30 years, in Section 4 to please add “gross negligence” in 
this sentence instead of just “negligence”, in Section 12 request to be able to publish a “true 
copy or summary thereof” . Vote taken, all in favor, motion carried.  Clerk Harvey will ask 
Attorney Thall to reach out to Michigan Gas with these Franchise updates.  Jones stated that 
we have contacted the Michigan Public Service Commission in Lansing to see what Michigan 
Gas has for an expansion plan for our residents. The Board does have some concern about 
renewing a Franchise with a company if that company does not continue to add service to 
all our community. We will get the updated Franchise from the Attorney and hold it until we 
hear back from the Commission. 

G. Lisa Kempkers stated that she had nothing to do with an anonymous letter being sent out to 
community members after December’s monthly meeting.  She wanted to announce this in 
the meeting because she had been accused of doing this. She also wanted to state that if 
she ever does send a letter, she will sign it. 
 

6. Zoning Update  
A. Planning Commission – There is a February meeting scheduled. 
B. ZBA – B.Harvey  reported they had their annual meeting and elected officers. B.Harvey also 

stated that he will be looking for a refresher class  through MTA for the members of this 
board to attend.  
 

7. Bills  
Motion by Boerman with support from B.Harvey to pay Township bills.  Vote taken, all in favor, 
motion carried. 
 

8. Adjournment 
Motion from M.Harvey with support from Boerman and unanimously approved to adjourn the 
meeting at 8:19 p.m. 

 
 

Minutes submitted by Clerk Missy Harvey 


